HOXNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Monday 10 November 2008 
at Hoxne Playingfield Pavilion at 1930 hours

	Present

	Philip Flagg (Chairman), Michael Knights, John Brawn, Michael Procner, Stuart Jarrold, Rod Searle, Vivienne Bradford, Victoria Williams and Jacky Hunt (Clerk).  

	Also present: Elizabeth Gibson-Harries (left the meeting at 20.49), PC T Green (arrived at 20.47 and left at 21.02)

	

	
	
	ACTION

	1.
	Apologies
	

	
	Guy McGregor, Kate Leith
	

	2. 
	Order of Business
	

	
	Item 8 was amended.  Councillors were content with the order of business as set out on the agenda.
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest
	

	
	Victoria Williams declared an interest in relation to item 8 with reference to donations.
	

	4.
	Confirmation of Minutes
	

	
	The minutes were amended.  Councillors proposed, seconded and unanimously confirmed the minutes of the meeting held on 13 October 2008.
	

	
	Meeting adjourned at 19.40
	

	5.
	Public forum
	

	
	SCC, Cllr G McGregor: The Clerk read a short report from Cllr McGregor.
	

	
	MSDC, Cllr E Gibson-Harries: reported
Congratulations to Liz Waugh McManus on her art being shown in the Council Chambers.  Letter will be sent to her passing on the Parish Council’s congratulations.

Paddock House – All 10 NHS beds open and 2 vacancies at present.  This is a very good step forward for Paddock House.

Hartismere Hospital – 12 December an event in Eye for conceptual drawings available for viewing.  Work starting in 2010 is still planned. 

The Lodge – Property in conservation area and thought in past the conservation area was extended to take in the big house which used to be on the same land in around 1920.  The Lodge is not listed.  The great house taken down and shipped to America.  The Lodge in a bad state of repair and a developer has purchased and no planning application at present.  There is partial demolition and the Enforcement Officer has said that a single storey extension which has been demolished and extension does not need permission to be demolished.  Councillors confirmed that the property was occupied until last year.  The property is being propped up and saving the building materials.  Work has stopped and Enforcement Officer will be visiting the site again.

Daganya Farm – Owner has been in touch with MSDC, the owner has said that he has put in an application but MSDC have confirmed that there is no application.  Smoke and noise complaints.  Enforcement has visited the site again and will continue action.  Cllr Gibson-Harries will continue to chase.

Snoasis – has been granted and should create jobs.  Developers will make improvements to A14/A12 junction.  

Unitary Council – should have a decision at Christmas/New Year.  Concerns that some valuable senior officers are starting to leave.

Planning – will continue with MSDC and asking for upgraded planning department with more help and more trained help.

Birch Farm – hearing has taken place and was well attended.  A decision is awaited from an Appeal.  The position of the house is causing concern.

Meeting recommenced at 19.58
	Clerk



	
	Meeting adjourned at 20.50

PC T Green: Two matters to report.  The first is an attempt to get into an outbuilding and second entry to empty property.  Speed checks have been carried out within the village since the last meeting with regard to speeding.
Damage to Goldbrook Bridge – no report to Police.
	

	
	Meeting recommenced at 21.01
	

	6.
	To consider proposals made by the District Council to transfer 4 properties from the Parish of Hoxne to the Parish of Denham.
	

	
	The background to this proposal was given by the Chairman.  The Chairman confirmed that now only 4 properties were being considered.  Cllr Gibson Harries confirmed that this matter will be going before a Committee Hearing before it goes to a full Council hearing in January.  It was felt that no satisfactory answers are being given by MSDC as to why this matter is still ongoing.  It was unanimously agreed that the Clerk will write to Tim Passmore and Andrew Good, Chief Executive of MSDC that the Parish Council strongly objects to the proposal for transfer of 4 properties for reasons already stated on numerous occasions and have extreme reservations about the way MSDC have handled this matter.

It was also unanimously agreed that a separate letter to Andrew Good in view of apparent difficulties concerning the boundary review and potential damage to relationship between Hoxne and Denham Parishes and feel that it is essential that both parishes should have the opportunity to make representations when this matter is to be decided.  Cllr Gibson-Harries asked to be copied into correspondence.
	Clerk

Clerk

	7.
	Planning applications and notifications
	

	
	Determinations

To note the following determinations:
	

	
	· 3250/08 – Goldbrook House – Crown reduction to 505 to T1 Ash tree.  Crown reduction of 40-50% to T2 Ash tree.  Top large Alder tree by 20-30% - permission granted
	

	
	· 3315/08 – Rose Cottage, Denham Road – 30% reduction of one side of canopy of mature oak tree – permission granted
	

	
	· 0820/07 – Gissings Farm, South Green Road – Removal of condition 4 of planning permission W/1256/2 relating to agricultural occupancy and transfer the terms of the agricultural occupancy restriction to 5 Gissings Farm Cottages – permission granted
	

	
	Planning Applications:

The following planning applications were considered:
	

	
	Ref:

Proposal:

Location:
	3546/08

Top and re-shape 2 Ash, 1 Conifer reduce canopy by 30%

Trenchard, Cross Street
	

	
	
	Councillors discussed this matter and unanimously agreed to recommend approval of the application subject to the views of the Tree Officer.
	Clerk

	
	Other Planning Matters
	

	
	Plot 1, Church Close is now up for sale.
	

	8.
	To consider the Precept for 2009/2010 and Budget
	

	
	The budget documentation was considered by the Parish Council and a copy of the budget documentation is attached to these Minutes.  It was unanimously agreed that the provisional precept for 2009/2010 will be £9500.00.  This will be confirmed at the meeting in January 2009.
Consider Suffolk Preservation Society membership in 2009/2010 budget.
	

	9.
	Bus Stop Sign – St Edmunds Village Hall
	

	
	The Chairman confirmed that the bus stop had now been erected and SCC had confirmed that it had not been placed at St Edmunds Hall because there was not an adequate place outside St Edmunds Hall.
	

	10.
	Telephone Kiosk
	

	
	It was confirmed that an application had now been made and no further information has been received.
	

	11.
	Neighbourhood Watch
	

	
	Cllr Procnor has met Peter Drake to discuss Neighbourhood Watch and Cllr Procnor contacted PC Green has confirmed that a new Police Co-ordinator will be appointed in December.  A note will be placed in Village Voice to look for volunteers by Cllr Williams.  Cllr Procnor will continue to organise this.
	Cllr Williams

Cllr Procnor

	12.
	Reports from Chairman and Clerk
	

	
	Website – 336 hits in October.
Orwell Housing – Invitation to official opening of Clayfields, Elmswell which the Chairman will be attending.

Plain Tree past Goldbrook – Ivy has been cut down and Chairman confirmed that he has been in contact with SCC to establish who owns the piece of land.

Management of Signage over Goldbrook Bridge – Chairman spoke with Brian Lomas and there are funds available to carry out discretionary works but usually driven by accident numbers.  Mr Lomas will cost bollards being placed at the bottom of Goldbrook.  Chairman will report back when he has further figures.

Damage to Goldbrook Bridge – Clerk has reported damage to SCC.
Vacancy – Two possible candidates at present and any other possible candidates to be considered at the next meeting.
Core Strategy – Confirmation that Hoxne is a primary village.
	Chairman

Chairman

Chairman

Clerk

All Councillors

	13.
	Correspondence
	

	
	To note the following correspondence previously circulated for information:
	

	
	SALC – Banking Crisis and Training Updates (circulated on 30.10.08)

SCC – Signs (circulated on 30.10.08) (Agenda item No. 9)

NALC Legal Briefing – Section 137 Expenditure Limit for 09/10 (circulated on 30.10.08)

RGM Maintenance Services Ltd – Grass Cutting (circulated on 30.10.08


Playquest – Products and Services (circulated on 30.10.08)

MSDC – Local Development Framework update

MSDC – Migrant Workers Surgeries Pilot Project – Posters

Stowmarket Town Council Newsletter (circulated 10.11.08)

Countryside Voice (circulated on 10.11.08)

MSDC – Core Strategy Development Plan Document (circulated 10.11.08)
	

	14.
	Financial matters and payments due
	

	
	Report:
	

	
	Councillors noted that the community account held £5439.05 as of 7 October 2008 and the Business Premium Account held £6169.35 as at 13 August 2008.
	

	
	Payments – it was proposed and unanimously agreed to pay the following:
	

	
	Suffolk Preservation Society (Training, Rod Searle) = £65.00 (chq no. 100813)
Jacky Hunt (Salary/Expenses) 14.10.09 to 10.11.08 = £366.79 (chq no. 100814)
Councillors unanimously recommended approval of payment of the invoices
	Clerk

	
	Training: To confirm funds for Councillor to attend Community Action on Climate Change Seminar on 5 December 2008
	

	
	East of England Regional Assembly = £70.50 – this was no longer required.
	

	15.
	Consultations
	

	
	MSDC – Boundary Changes between Hoxne and Denham (circulated 30.10.08) – this matter was discussed at item 6 above.
	

	
	SCC – Draft Fire Action Plan 2009-2010 (circulated 30.10.08) – no comment.
	

	
	Communities and Local Government: Communities in control: Real people, real power: Codes of conduct for local authority members and employees (circulated 30.10.08) – Cllr Craven, Cllr Brawn and Cllr Bradford will consider the document and report at the next meeting.
	Cllrs Craven, Brawn and Bradford

	16.
	Reports
	

	
	Parish Plan: A meeting took place recently and questions are being finalised.
	

	
	Village Hall: Car park problem still ongoing and Committee looking into additional heating for the Hall.  A report will be given at the next meeting.
	

	
	Playing Fields: No report.
	

	
	SALC: Next meeting 19 November and Clerk to forward Agenda on to Cllr Bradford when received by e-mail.
	Clerk

	17.
	Urgent matters
	

	
	To confirm dates for meetings in 2009.
	


Philip Flagg (Chair) …………………………………….……………………………………………Jacky Hunt (Clerk) ……………..…………………………………………
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