HOXNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 12 May 2008 
at Hoxne Village Hall at 1930 hours



	Present

	Philip Flagg, Tim Craven, Victoria Williams, Michael Knights, John Brawn, Rod Searle, Kate Leith, Vivienne Bradford, Stuart Jarrold, Steve Bennett and Jacky Hunt (Clerk).  

	

	Also Present

	Elizabeth Gibson-Harries, 2 members of the public


	
	
	ACTION

	1.
	Election of Officers:

	Chair

Vice-Chair

Planning Co-ordinator

Deputy Planning Co-ordinator
	Philip Flagg
John Brawn

Rod Seale

Stuart Jarrold (not then present tbc)
	

	
	Appointments:
	St Edmund’s Hall Representative

Playingfield Committee Representative

Suffolk Association of Local Councils Representative

Footpaths Officer

Village Voice Correspondent

Website Contact

Cheque Signatories
	John Brawn
C/f to next meeting
Vivienne Bradford

Tim Craven

Victoria Williams

c/f to next meeting
PF, JB, MK
	

	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Apologies
	

	
	Cllr G McGregor, PC T Green
	

	3. 
	Declarations of Interests
	

	
	Cllr Searle declared an interest in item 9.  Cllr Williams declared an interest in item 12 relating to Donation to St Edmunds Pre-School.  Cllrs Jarrold and Cllr Leith declared an interest in item 12 relating to the Donation for Hoxne Music Festival.
	

	4.
	Order of Business
	

	
	The order of business was acceptable.
	

	5.
	Confirmation of Minutes
	

	
	Amendments were noted on the signed copy of the Minutes.  

Councillors proposed, seconded and unanimously confirmed the minutes of the meeting held on 28 April 2008. 
	

	6.
	Public forum
	

	
	Meeting adjourned at 20.19
	

	
	Elizabeth Gibson-Harries: 
Unitary Council:  A reply is expected by the end of July.  There are 4 bids for different ideas for whole of Suffolk.

Snoasis: Railway Station and Housing Development have been approved and Environmental and Impact areas of development are now under review.  Secretary of State will make a final decision on 17.09.08.

PCSO: (Police Community Support Officer) Stephen Long has been appointed for Hoxne and Cllr Gibson-Harries has spoken to him over concerns regarding speeding.

Hartismere Hospital: Mid Suffolk D C, Locality Group, a meeting has taken place and Cllr Gibson-Harries will sign off a press release after each such meeting.  Scheduled to take place every six weeks.
Healthcare:  There should be a wider choice of either Ipswich or Norfolk & Norwich PCT.
	

	
	St Edmunds House: Cllr Gibson-Harries will be meeting with Cllr Sarah Michelle to speak to residents regarding the weekend cover and increase in rent.  A social worker is required to speak to residents regarding the financial position of residents.  Councillors requested that the Chairman would liaise further with Cllr Gibson-Harries regarding price increases.
Red Feather Club:  Fundraising for new premises will now be commenced and Cllr Gibson-Harries confirmed her belief that this will attract visitors, particularly from America.
	

	
	Meeting recommenced at 20.39
	

	7.
	To make arrangements for the financial management of the Parish Plan
	

	
	To approve the budget

It was noted that the Parish Council sponsor the plan and are responsible to Defra for the application and control of public funds.  The issue was the extent to which parish councillors want to delegate their financial control.  
The budget has been set in accordance with advice from Suffolk ACRE.    
Councillors unanimously agreed that two members of the steering committee may request that an order be placed and pass it via the treasurer of the Steering Group to the Parish Council.  Two Councillors (not members of the Steering Group) then satisfy themselves, that the proposed expenditure is within the “Agreed Budget” and authorise the Clerk to place the order on behalf of the Parish Council.

The Agreed Budget was confirmed as £2,325.  This was agreed at the parish council meeting on 20 March 2008.

Parish Plan meeting has been booked for Saturday 14 June.
Suffolk ACRE cheque for the grant has now been now been passed to the Clerk for payment into the Parish Council Community Account.

Three requests for payments had been received and were approved by Cllrs Seale and Flagg as follows:

Item: Printing and publicity of flyers for public events

Cost: £71.50 including VAT

Supplier: Copydiss

Item: Booking of St Edmunds Hall and refreshments for public event

Cost: £65.00 including VAT

Supplier: St Edmunds Village Hall Management Committee

Item: OS Landplan map of Hoxne Parish, printed in colour with contour lines

Cost: £128.50 plus VAT

Supplier: Trident Maps Ltd

Clerk to prepare a separate spreadsheet for committee on regular basis of funds.  
	CLERK

	8.
	Local Government Review in Suffolk – joint report by MSDC/SCC
	

	
	Councillors noted the report which has been circulated.
	

	9.
	Planning applications and notifications
	

	
	Determinations

To note the following determinations:
	

	
	3834/07 - Chicken Farm, Denham Road
Erection of storage building in connection with free range chicken rearing business – permission granted.  It was noted that the approved scheme is for hard and soft landscaping before construction and planting to be commenced in first season and protective fencing for existing trees on the boundary.  There was discussion regarding this matter and it agreed that the Clerk and Chairman would draft a letter noting that the parish council are concerned regarding the impact on the landscape and the factual inaccuracies on the original application.  Denham Parish Council will also be contacted and a note will be placed in the Village Voice.
	

	
	Planning Applications:

The following planning applications were considered:
	

	
	Ref:

Proposal:

Location:
	1215/08

Removal of Agricultural Occupancy Condition

Building at Goldbrook Plants, Goldbrook, Hoxne
	

	
	
	After much discussion and confirmation that this site is outside the settlement boundary, Councillors agreed with one abstension, to recommend objection on the basis that no case has been made to demonstrate that the marketing of this horticultural unit has failed to find a suitable buyer.
	

	
	To consider any planning applications or notifications received by the date of the meeting where reasonable and practical to do so.
	

	
	Ref:

Proposal:

Location:
	1330/08

Construction of new vehicular access
20 Heckfield Green
	

	
	
	After much discussion, Councillors unanimously agreed refusal in light of the loss of public amenity of car parking space within the layby and pedestrian safety grounds with vehicles crossing the footpath. 
	

	
	Ref:

Proposal:

Location:
	1739/08
Infill workshop double doors, change garage doors and insert first floor window to cartlodge

The Vicarage, Church Hill
	

	
	
	After much discussion, Councillors unanimously agreed approval of the application.  Cllr Seale did not take part in the vote. 
	

	10.
	Reports from Chairman and Clerk
	

	
	Website: Steve Hickman has stood down as Website Manager.  Cllr Bennett and Chairman and Clerk have had training and the website is being updated.
Missing Sign at Nuttery Vale: The Clerk has circulated a letter and map to confirm the siting of the new sign.  The clerk will confirm with MSDC.
Footpaths 7 (part), 8 (part and 21 (part): The Clerk has chased Claire Dickson her response was read out to Councillors.  Cllr Jarrold has spoken to Cllr McGregor regarding this matter o Cllr Jarrold will report again once he has made further enquiries. 
Oak Hill and Low Street: The Clerk has contacted Mr Clarke of SCC and is awaiting a date and time for the meeting to take place. 
Internal Drainage Board: The Clerk has now written a letter and a response is awaited.
Letter to Mrs Cattermole: The Clerk has now written.
	CLERK

CLLR JARROLD



	11.
	Correspondence
	

	
	To note the following correspondence previously circulated for information:
	

	
	SPC – Notice of AGM 2008 (circulated on 06.05.08)
Suffolk Preservation Society – Suffolk View (circulated on 06.05.08)
Elite Tree Services – Services offered (circulated on 06.05.08)
Suffolk Wildlife Trust – Turtle Doves (circulated on 06.05.08)
SCC/MSDC – Review of Local Government in Suffolk (circulated on 06.05.08)
SALC – various information (circulated on 06.05.08)
MSDC – Complaints about Councillor’s Misconduct
SALC – The Suffolk PCSO Pilot Scheme 
	

	12.
	Financial matters and payments due
	

	
	Report:
	

	
	Councillors noted that the community account held £6917.73 as of 7 May 2008 and the Business Premium Account held £3160.88 as of 7 May 2008.
	

	
	Procedural:
	

	
	To receive provisional approval of Annual Accounts and Annual Return form for Year End 2008 prior to auditing by Heelis & Lodge
The draft accounts were circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting and were agreed as correct.  Councillors unanimously agreed that the Chairman sign the accounts sheets and Annual Return form on behalf of the Parish Council.  The Clerk will now finalise the papers and forward them to Heelis & Lodge for internal audit. 
	CLERK

	
	Payments – it was proposed and unanimously agreed to pay the following:
	

	
	· Jacky Hunt:  Salary and Expenses (29.04.08 to 12.05.08) = TOTAL: £157.40 (chq no. 100783)
· SALC – Website Building Course (16.04.08) = TOTAL: £58.75 (chq no. 100784)
· SALC – End of Year Accounts Course (22.04.08) = TOTAL: £35.25 (chq no. 100785)
· Hoxne Primary School Donation = TOTAL: £100 (chq no. 100786)
· Citizens Advice Bureau Donation = TOTAL: £100 (chq no. 100787)
· Parochial Church Council Donation = TOTAL: £200 (chq no. 100788)
· Border Hoppa Donation = TOTAL: £150 (chq no. 100790)
· East Anglian Air Ambulance Donation = TOTAL: £150 (chq no. 100791)
Councillors recommended approval of payment of the invoices

· St Edmunds Pre-School Donation = TOTAL: £250 (chq no. 100789)
· Hoxne Music Festival Donation = TOTAL: £500 (chq no. 100792) 
Councillors recommended approval of payment of these two donations and Cllr Williams abstained and Cllr Jarrold and Cllr Leith abstained from the approval.  Declarations of interest were recorded at point 3 above.
	CLERK

	13.
	Consultations
	

	
	None.
	

	14.
	To formally co-opt and adopt and receive Acceptance of M Procner
	

	
	Michael Procner was formally co-opted as a parish councillor.
	

	15.
	Reports
	

	
	Parish Plan: No report.
	

	
	Village Hall: No report. 
	

	
	Playing Fields: No report.
	

	
	SALC:  Cllr Brawn will confirm date of next Area Meeting.
	

	16.
	Urgent matters
	

	
	Public footpath between The Swan and the Bridge – now getting overgrown.  MSDC are responsible for this and Clerk will request cutting. 
	CLERK

	
	Dredging of River – Clerk confirmed that a letter has been sent regarding finishing the works.
	CLERK

	
	Website – A flyer is to be prepared to be placed with free newspaper to look for volunteers to sit on an editorial committee to keep the website updated.  Clerk to find out from OneSuffolk which pages get the most hits on the website.
	CLERK

	
	Goldbrook traffic priorities – The matter was raised and deferred as an agenda item for the next meeting.
	


Philip Flagg (Chair) …………………………………….……………………………………………Jacky Hunt (Clerk) ……………..…………………………………………
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