HOXNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Monday 31 March 2008 
at Hoxne Playingfield Pavilion at 1930 hours



	Present

	

	Philip Flagg (Chairman), Tim Craven, Victoria Williams, Michael Knights, John Brawn, Rod Searle, Steve Bennett and Jacky Hunt (Clerk).  

	

	Also Present

	Elizabeth Gibson-Harries (left at 20.52)


	
	
	ACTION

	1.
	Apologies
	

	
	Kate Leith, Vivienne Bradford, Stuart Jarrold
	

	
	
	

	2. 
	Order of Business
	

	
	Councillors were content with the order of business as set out on the agenda.
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest
	

	
	No declarations of interest were received.
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Confirmation of Minutes
	

	
	Amendments were noted on the signed copy of the Minutes.  
Councillors proposed, seconded and unanimously confirmed the minutes of the meeting held on 3 March 2008. 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Public forum
	

	
	The following reports were given:
	

	
	Meeting adjourned at 19.35
	

	
	MS District Councillor, Elizabeth Gibson-Harries:
Police: A community policeman serving a few villages has been assigned and has been visible in Hoxne.
Local Development Framework: Revised LDF timetable for consideration of the LDF, has been sent. All comments previously submitted need to be resubmitted.  The Portfolio holder is Cllr Stuart Gemmill – Cllr Searle will ensure the comments are forwarded to him.

Hartismere Hospital:  A fighting fund of £10,000 has been allocated to The Friends of Hartismere Hospital.  The site will be tendered in May with contracts awarded Sept 2008.  The plan is that work will commence in Sept 2009.
	

	
	Meeting recommenced at 19.51
	

	
	
	

	6.
	To sign Revised Standing Orders
	

	
	The revised Standing Orders were agreed and signed by the Chairman.
	

	
	
	

	7.
	To report on Suffolk Archives
	

	
	Chairman visited the Archives and a copy of the Minutes has now been placed on disk and the paper copy will shortly be forwarded to the Records Office.  A copy of the documents held by the Records Office and new deposit is attached to these Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	8.
	Planning applications and notifications
	

	
	
	

	
	Determinations

To note the following determinations:
	

	
	· 4011/07 – Land to the rear of Claret House, Nuttery Vale – Erection of four new dwellings and garages as amended by plans received 21/02/08 – permission granted

· 0461/08 – Moatfield – Continue already approved tree works – agreed
· 2998/07 – Birch Farm, Syleham Road - An appeal has been lodged.
	

	
	
	

	
	Planning Applications:

The following planning applications were considered:


	

	
	Ref:
Proposal:

Location:
	0949/08
Erection of building to provide storage for free range chicken rearing business
OS Plot 3636, Denham Road, Hoxne
	

	
	
	It was noted that a similar application has now been refused.  After much discussion, Councillors unanimously agreed to recommend refusal and resolved as follows: We believe that the District Council should insist on a full Environmental Impact Assessment.  We endorse the comments already made in connection with the earlier application 3834/07.  The Parish Council recommend refusal for reasons given at that time and endorse Denham PC’s comments made in their letter to you dated 27 March 2008 and remain extremely concerned as to the potential for increase in traffic and the need for effective tree screening.
	CLERK

	
	
	

	
	To consider any planning applications or notifications received by the date of the meeting where reasonable and practical to do so.


	

	
	None.
	

	
	
	

	9.
	Reports from Chairman and Clerk
	

	
	Affordable Housing: The Chairman met with MSDC, Suffolk ACRE and planning officer and Greg Dodds of Orwell Housing on 27 March 2008.  The Chairman tabled a copy of the latest plan for the site, a copy of which is attached to these Minutes.  It is expected that the next step is that this plan is formally lodged as the basis of a planning application and that a S106 Agreement will now be sought. 
Pre-School: The Chairman has received an e-mail from Sarah Foote who thanked the Parish Council for their letter regarding Ofsted.

Clean Up Sunday: Successful day and thanks to all who took part.  The Parish now has a litter picking kit.  Chairman advised that Mid Suffolk have provided litter pickers, gloves and other equipment in support of this activity which is now the property of the Parish.
Missing Sign at Nuttery Vale: The Clerk has spoken to Gerald Clarke of SCC who will contact MSDC and arrange for the sign to be replaced.

Shreddings: Gerald Clarke of SCC confirmed that it was the landowner’s responsibility and that they had not undertaken the work.

Footpaths 7 (part), 8 (part and 21 (part): The Clerk wrote to MSDC on 13.03.08 and is awaiting a response from Claire Dickson, the West Area Rights of Way Officer.  The Clerk will continue to chase.
Oak Hill and Low Street: A letter was received from SCC dated 04.03.08 confirming that the roads will continue to be monitored but resurfacing works may not commence on Low Road until 2009/2010.  Oak Hill will not be resurfaced and confirmed the verges will be cut back around the gullies to assist drainage.  SCC confirmed that no further action would be taken.  Councillors expressed considerable concern at the risk of accidents.  A further inspection of the road surface where it is uneven and needs repair was requested.  Councillors resolved to ask for a site meeting.  They expressed concern about public liability on the part of the County Council.  The Clerk will write a letter accordingly.
	CLERK

CLERK



	
	
	

	10.
	Report from Cllr Williams - Dog Fouling
	

	
	A meeting took place with Cllr Williams and the Dog Warden and they walked the section of path between Heckfield Green and Nuttery Vale.  Two places were identified for siting of the dog bin, the most appropriate place being next to Waterloo House by the field on the piece of grass (a public right of way).  Cllr Williams will contact Gillian Brown at MSDC who has agreed to arrange instalment of the bin free of charge.  The bin will be emptied on a weekly basis by MSDC.  The Chairman will speak to Derek Mager (the landowner) to inform him that the bin will be located on this footpath as the footpath adjoins his land.  Councillors unanimously agreed that Cllr Williams should continue to arrange the installation of the bin.
	CLLR WILLIAMS

	
	
	

	11.
	Correspondence
	

	
	To note the following correspondence previously circulated for information:

Playquip Leisure – Health check for play area in 2008 (circulated on 07.03.08)

SCC – Oak Hill and Low Street (circulated on 07.03.08)

MSDC – Annual Playground Inspections 2008 (circulated on 07.03.08)

Glasdon – Products for Local Councils (circulated on 07.03.08)

Clerk & Councils Direct – Newsletter March 2008 (circulated on 07.03.08)

MSDC – Planning Newsletter (circulated on 13.03.08)

SCC – Nuttery Vale Missing Road Sign (circulated on 20.03.08)

Campaign to Protect Rural England – Fieldwork Newsletter March 2008 (circulated on 20.03.08)
Suffolk ACRE – Membership Renewal 2008-2009 and Business Support Service (circulated on 31.03.08)
The Boundary Committee – Notice of Meeting on 7 April 2008 (circulated on 31.03.08)
Countryside Voice (circulated on 31.03.08)
MSDC – The New National Bus Pass (circulated on 31.03.08)
Suffolk Recycling – Annual Report (circulated on 31.03.08)
Suffolk Preservation Society – Structural Review of Local Government (circulated on 31.03.08)
SCC – Revised Service 482 (circulated on 31.03.08)
E-mail – Copy letter from Denham Parish Council to MSDC re application 3834/07 – Free Range Chicken Ltd (circulated on 31.03.08)
	CLERK

	
	
	

	12.
	Financial matters and payments due
	

	
	Report:
	

	
	Councillors noted that the community account held £2,947.28 as of 3 March 2008 and the Business Premium Account held £4,005.25 as of 7 February 2008.  The Clerk confirmed that she had claimed a VAT refund on 25.03.08 for the period 17.02.07 to 03.03.08 in the sum of £309.43.
	

	
	Payments – it was proposed  and unanimously agreed to pay the following:
	

	
	· Jacky Hunt:  Salary and Expenses (04.03.08 to 31.03.08)
· Michael’s Mowers – service of lawnmower = TOTAL: £75.49 Thanks were recorded to Alan Burridge for his work on the village Green.
· Suffolk ACRE Membership 2008/2009 = TOTAL: £25.00 
· Campaign to Protect Rural England = TOTAL: £28.00 (paid by Direct Debit) 
· Booking for Village Hall 24.04.08 and 28.04.08 = TOTAL: £50.00 
Councillors unanimously recommended approval of payment
	

	
	
	

	13.
	Consultations
	

	
	Consultation on Road Name for Oak Hill/Abbey Hill.  This will be open to discussion, if required, at the Annual Parish Meeting on 24 April 2008.  Council will need to make a recommendation to the District Council thereafter.
	

	
	
	

	14.
	Reports
	

	
	Parish Plan: A meeting has taken place and the Committee have now finalised the budget of approximately £2,325.00.  Suffolk ACRE have approved the budget proposals and have confirmed a grant to match the budget.  A public meeting will take place with parishioners to explain the project.  The budget figures will be circulated for Councillors and will be made available at the Annual Parish Meeting.  The Chairman reiterated to Councillors that, as custodians of public funds, the Council have a duty of care to the public to ensure that the expenditure represents value for money.  (Note: Suffolk ACRE are not a body directly accountable to the voter.)
	

	
	
	

	
	Village Hall: The AGM will take place on 10th April 2008.
	

	
	
	

	
	Playing Fields:  The AGM will take place on 8th April 2008.
	

	
	
	

	
	SALC:  Cllr Craven attending the last meeting at SALC’s offices.  There was a presentation from the Joint Emergency Planning Unit. 
	

	
	
	

	15.
	Urgent matters
	

	
	
	

	
	Woodland Trust – Cllr Craven reported that this is ongoing.
	CLLR CRAVEN

	
	Breaky Wood – 2 vehicles had been trying to drive into the Wood, this has left marks and Cllr Craven has contacted Woodland Trust with a view to installing bollards.
	CLLR CRAVEN

	
	White Bridge over The Dove – This bridge is now open.
	

	
	Rogation Walk takes place on 27 April.  A flyer will be distributed shortly.
	

	
	APM – This will take place on 24 April 2008 at the Village Hall.
	

	
	Parish Liaison Meeting – takes place on 10 April 2008.  The Clerk will be attending.
	CLERK

	
	Boundary Committee Review Meeting – takes place on 7 April 2008.
	CHAIRMAN

	
	Cllr Brawn noted that PC Green is absent again and reminded Council that there are still outstanding matters to be discussed with him.
	

	
	Footpaths: Cllrs Craven and Knights kindly agreed to clear Footpath No. 4 leading to Nuttery Vale.
	CLLRS CRAVEN AND KNIGHTS

	
	It was reported that Footpath No. 19 across the fields from Abbey Farm to Wittons Lane had recently been clearly marked.
	CLLR CRAVEN


Philip Flagg (Chair) …………………………………….……………………………………………Jacky Hunt (Clerk) ……………..…………………………………………
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