HOXNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Monday 18 August 2008 
at Hoxne Playingfield Pavilion at 1900 hours



	Present

	Philip Flagg (Chairman), Tim Craven, Michael Knights, John Brawn, Vivienne Bradford, Simon Jarrold, Kate Leith, Michael Procner (arrived at 19.30) and Jacky Hunt (Clerk).  

	  

	Also Present: Philip Isbell (MSDC) (left at 20.19) , Cllr E Gibson-Harries (left at 20.19), PC T Green (left the meeting at 20.26), 8 members of the public


	
	
	ACTION

	1.
	Apologies
	

	
	Rod Searle, Steve Bennett, John Brawn, Cllr G McGregor
	

	2. 
	Order of Business
	

	
	Councillors were content with the order of business as set out on the agenda.
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest
	

	
	No declarations of interest were received.
	

	4.
	Confirmation of Minutes
	

	
	Councillors proposed, seconded and unanimously confirmed the minutes of the meeting held on 21 July 2008. 
	

	
	Meeting adjourned at 19.10
	

	5.
	Public forum
	

	
	Mr P Isbell, Lead Planning Officer MSDC: Philip Isbell, Lead Planning Officer, for Mid Suffolk District Council gave Council a talk for half an hour on the work of the planning office and then took questions in order that Council could better understand the value of the Parish’s input into the planning process.

This part of the meeting was attended, at the invitation of the Chairman of Hoxne Parish Council, by the Chairman and a number of members of Denham Parish Council. Members of the public were present. all participated in this open part of the meeting.

Mr Isbell at an early stage drew attention to the need of the Parish Council to object in a more professional way and to quote chapter and verse of the planning strictures. We were also urged to use our district councillor to add weight to our concerns.  He confirmed that around 80% of the decisions were delegated to officer level. Their consideration was given too many points of view, with no particular weight being given to the views of any one or another of them. The planning decisions centred on a relatively narrow spectrum of planning constraints. A large amount of concern appeared to come from the advice given by highways. Planning officers in the face of advice by professional highway officers, as do planning committees, find it hard to overrule highway officer guidance. 

Questioning covered the full spectrum of recent planning decisions in the village and whilst Mr Isbell could offer answers in a broad way, the detail of some of the decisions remained unclear. Concern was expressed about the lack of feed back but this was answered within the context of concern about workload and the time constraints (eight weeks), of dealing with the applications. Mention was also made of the need for early engagement in the pre application process, but it was pointed out that the council were rarely heard of or were invited to pre application discussions. 

Mr Isbell emphasised the belief of the importance of the local view as expressed by the Parish Council and stressed the need for early expression of them and in a way that would enable him to consider those views against in the light of planning policies.  He would them be better able to decide on whether or not it went to committee.

Mid Suffolk District Councillor, Mrs Gibson-Harries, paid tribute to Hoxne and Denham Parish Councils for attempting to get to grips with planning.  She advised that on a recent visit to planning committee north, she felt marginalized, so could well understand our concerns.

The Chairman thanked Mr Isbell for coming to see us to help us to understand the process. This open part of the meeting was then closed (at 2010) and members of Denham left. The normal business of Parish resumed.
	

	
	SCC, Cllr G McGregor: The Clerk read out a short report in Cllr McGregor’s absence. 
	

	
	MSDC, Cllr E Gibson-Harries: No report given.
	

	
	Police, PC T Green: There has only been one crime reported which involved vandalism to the Pavilion.
	

	
	Meeting recommenced at 20.26
	

	6.
	Unitary Council To consider and comment on the Boundary Commission’s Report
	

	
	Councillors considered its position regarding the Boundary Commission’s report and unanimously agreed to support MSDC/SCC’s proposal for “One Suffolk”.  The Clerk will write a letter to the Boundary Commission confirming this.
	CLERK

	7.
	Planning applications and notifications
	

	
	Determinations

To note the following determinations:
	

	
	1264/08 – Heckfield House, Heckfield Green – Erection of two new dwellings, including carports and new road access as amended by plans received 14/05/2008 – permission granted
	

	
	2198/08 – Parkside, Eye Road – Two single storey extensions to existing dwelling house – permission granted
	

	
	Planning Applications:

The following planning applications were considered:
	

	
	Ref:

Proposal:

Location:
	1875/08
Erection of 2 storey detached dwelling and detached double garage and construction of new vehicular access

Larch House, Heckfield Green
	

	
	
	There was discussion regarding the history of the applications relating to this property.  Councillors unanimously agreed to raise no comment to this application.
	CLERK

	
	Ref:

Proposal:

Location:
	2108/08
Erection of 12 affordable dwellings.  Creation of an amenity planting area.  Alteration to existing vehicular access and creation of parking areas.  Provision of open space area.

Land to the North of St Edmund’s House
	

	
	
	A Planning Committee meeting was held on 28th July at The Vicarage.  Planning Committee members R Searle, S Jarrold and J Brawn attended plus Councillors V Bradford and M Procnor. The meeting considered planning application no. 2108/08 for Affordable Housing development on Land to North of St Edmund's House. It was unanimously agreed that the application should be supported, recommending acceptance by MSDC, but that a number of particular concerns and recommendations for improvements should be taken into account to optimise the layout and appearance of this development and its impact on the surrounding community.
	

	
	Other Planning Matters
	

	
	Walnes Barn, Green Street – Conversion of barn to form one residential dwelling, including two storey side extension – the matter is now subject to appeal.  Clerk to draft a letter to the Inspectorate – Reiterate our previous objection.
	CLERK


	8.
	Reports from Chairman and Clerk
	

	
	Missing Street Sign – Nuttery Vale –Cllr Knights will place some poles for MSDC to erect the new sign.
Website – Clerk confirmed that stats for June were 397 hits and 336 hits for July 2008.

Highways – This matter relates to the signs and flow of traffic at Goldbrook Bridge and remains ongoing. 
	CLERK/CLLR KNIGHTS
CHAIRMAN

	9.
	Correspondence
	

	
	To note the following correspondence previously circulated for information:
	

	
	MSDC – Heckfield House, Heckfield Green – notification of Committee appointment (circulated 22.07.08)

MSDC – Walnes Barn – notification of application for Appeal (circulated 22.07.08)

MSDC – Missing Street Name at Nuttery Vale (circulated 22.07.08)

SCC – Brome Household Waste Recycling Centre – Operational Changes for Safety Reasons (circulated 05.08.08)

East of England Regional Assembly – Review of East of England Plan (circulated 05.08.08)

SCC – Minerals Specific Site Allocations Submission Documents (circulated 05.08.08)

SCC – “Play Your Part” Safer Neighbourhood Unit pack (circulated 05.08.08)

SALC – Vacancy Notice (circulated 05.08.07.08)

SALC – Local Government Structural Review Meeting (circulated 05.08.08)

Waveney Springs Art Collective Art Trail 2008 (circulated 05.08.08)

MSDC – Fall Play Event Leaflet (circulated 05.08.08)

Thornham Walks Events – September 2008 (circulated 05.08.08)

Countryside Activities in Mid Suffolk – September 2008 (circulated 05.08.08)

Age Concern – Promoting Independence Letter and Leaflets (circulated 05.08.08)

SCC – Waste Core Strategy issues and Options Document and “Call for Sites” and Sustainability Appraisal
Suffolk Constabulary – Review of Safer Neighbourhood Teams (to be circulated)
Suffolk View – Newsletter (to be circulated)
	

	10.
	Financial matters and payments due
	

	
	Report:
	

	
	Councillors noted that the community account held £2,211.18 as of 13 August 2008 and the Business Premium Account held £6,169.35 as of 13 August 2008.
	

	
	Payments – it was proposed and unanimously agreed to pay the following:
	

	
	· Jacky Hunt (Salary/Expenses) 22.07.08 to 18.08.08 = £303.56 (chq no. 100807)
· SCC – Street Lighting (01.04.08 to 30.09.08) = £845.78 (chq no. 100808)
· Village Hall (Hedgerow Survey) (this was approved at meeting on 21.07.08 = £25.00 (chq no. 100806)
Councillors unanimously recommended approval of payment of the invoices

To approve budget in respect of potential legal fees in respect of acquisitions of land in Wittons Lane:
In the event of acquiring land, a budget of £750 in respect of legal fees was requested by the Chairman.  Two quotes have been obtained and Councillors unanimously agreed approval of the sum of £750.00 budget.
	CLERK


	
	Parish Plan
	

	
	To affirm payments made since the last meeting and consider making any payments for invoices received by the meeting date:
	

	
	None.
	

	11.
	Consultations
	

	
	East of England Regional Assembly – No comments required.
	

	
	SCC – Minerals Specific Site Allocations Submission Documents – No comments required.
	

	
	SCC – Waste Core Strategy Issues and Options Document – No comments required.
	

	12.
	Reports
	

	
	Parish Plan: The Questionnaire is still being prepared.
	

	
	Village Hall: No report.
	

	
	Playing Fields: No report.
	

	
	SALC: Next meeting on 3 September at Burgate.  Chairman will attend.
	CHAIRMAN

	13.
	Urgent matters
	

	
	Fencing at Water Meadows – Cllr Leith asked if there was any update regarding the reinstatement of the fence?  The matter is on hold.
	

	
	Bus Service to Diss – The Clerk read out the e-mail from Cllr McGregor confirming that plans are underway to improve the bus access to Diss Railway Station.  The Stradbroke/Hoxne/Eye/Diss service will be able to go up to the Station.  Work is on hand to provide an electronic timetable at this location.
	

	
	Planning Training Session – 28 August 2008.  Chairman attending.
	CHAIRMAN


Philip Flagg (Chair) …………………………………….……………………………………………Jacky Hunt (Clerk) ……………..…………………………………………
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